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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (previously presented) A camera, comprising: 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body, 

a grip portion arranged at another end side of the camera body and projecting 
forward from the camera body, 

a window for a ranging unit, arranged at an upper side of a front face of the 
camera body and in the camera body between the grip portion and the 
photographing lens barrel, and 

a finger-restricting portion arranged in the camera body below the window 
for the ranging unit, one end portion of the finger-restricting portion being formed 
to project from the grip portion toward the photographing lens barrel, 

wherein said finger-restricting portion restricts positions of a user ! s fingers 
when the user grips a front portion of the grip portion. 

2. (previously presented) The camera according to claim 1, 

wherein at least one portion of the window for the ranging unit, positioned at 
one side of the grip portion, is arranged over the finger-restricting portion projecting 
toward a side of the photographing lens barrel adjacent to said finger-restricting 
portion. 

3. (previously presented) The camera according to claim 1, 

wherein a cut-off portion having a plane substantially parallel to a plane 
perpendicular to an optical axis of the photographing lens is positioned near a 
portion projecting toward an adjacent side of the photographing lens barrel in the 
finger-restricting portion, and the window for the ranging unit is arranged so that 
one portion thereof invades into the cut-off portion. 
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4. (previously presented) The camera according to claim 1, 

which comprises a first focusing means disposed correspondingly to the 
window for the ranging unit, and a second focusing means for outputting focusing 
signals responsive to subject light projected into the photographing lens barrel. 

5. (previously presented) The camera according to claim 1, 

which is an electronic camera having an image sensing device for converting 
a subject image made by the photographing lens barrel photoelectrically, and 

which further comprises an active type first focusing means disposed 
correspondingly to the window for the ranging unit, 

a contrast type second focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use 
of subject light projected into the image sensing device, and 

a control means for controlling the first focusing means and the second 
focusing means responsive to a subject state and a photographing state. 

6. (original) The camera according to claim 5, wherein the subject state is 
subject brightness or contrast, and the photographing state is a photographing state 
that a zooming ratio is adjusted, or photographing close range state, and the control 
means selects and controls, on the basis of these, one of the first focusing means and 
the second focusing means. 

7. (previously presented) A camera comprising: 

a photographic lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

a projecting portion integrated so as to project upward from the upper surface 
at the side of the one end portion of the camera body, at which the photographing 
lens barrel is arranged; 

a ranging unit in said camera body; 
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a window for said ranging unit, arranged to be exposed near a base portion of 
the photographing lens barrel and on a front surface of the projecting portion; and 

a movably mounted electronic flash lid which forms one portion of the 
projecting portion at an upper part of the window for the ranging unit which is 
arranged to be exposed on the front of the projecting portion, when an electronic 
flash unit which is supported by the electronic flash lid is closed when not in use, 
the electronic flash lid being movable to pop up, when the electronic flash unit 
which is supported by the electronic flash lid is used, the electronic flash unit which 
is supported by the electronic flash lid being enabled to emit light by popping-up of 
the electronic flash lid. 

8. (cancelled). 

9. (previously presented) A camera comprising: 

a photographic lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

a projecting portion integrated so as to project upward from the upper surface 
at the side of the one end portion of the camera body, at which the photographing 
lens barrel is arranged; 

a ranging unit in said camera body; 

a window for said ranging unit, arranged to be exposed near a base portion of 
the photographing lens barrel and on a front surface of the projecting portion; and 

a movably mounted electronic flash lid which forms one portion of the 
projecting portion at an upper part of the window for the ranging unit, the 
electronic flash lid being movable to pop up, when the electronic flash unit which is 
supported by the electronic flash lid is used, the electronic flash unit which is 
supported by the electronic flash lid being enabled to emit light by popping-up of the 
electronic flash lid; 
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wherein the electronic flash unit is supported by the electronic flash lid 
making one portion of the projecting portion when the electronic flash unit is not 
used; the electronic flash lid covers the window for the ranging unit when the 
electronic flash unit is not used; and the electronic flash lid pops up when the 
electronic flash unit is used, so as to permit emission of light from the electronic 
flash unit and focusing. 

10-17. (cancelled). 

18. (previously presented) A camera comprising: 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

a projecting portion projecting upward from an upper surface of the camera 
body, which is located above the photographing lens barrel; 

a ranging unit window arranged to be exposed above a base portion of the 
photographing lens barrel and on a front of the projecting portion; and 

an electronic flash unit arranged to be exposed at the front of the projecting 
portion and displaced from the ranging unit; wherein the electronic flash unit 
arranged in the front of the projecting portion is arranged over the ranging unit; 

wherein said camera is an electronic camera having an image sensing device 
for photoelectrically converting a subject image made by the photographing lens 
barrel, 

which further comprises: 

an active type first focusing means disposed in alignment with the ranging 
unit window; 

a contrast type second focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use 
of subject light projected into the image sensing device; £hd 
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a control means for controlling the first focusing means and the second 
focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state. 

19. (previously presented) A camera comprising: 

a photographic lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

a projecting portion integrated so as to project upward from the upper surface 
at the side of the one end portion of the camera body, at which the photographing 
lens barrel is arranged; 

a ranging unit in said camera body; 

a window for said ranging unit, arranged to be exposed near a base portion of 
the photographing lens barrel and on a front surface of the projecting portion; and 

a movably mounted electronic flash lid which forms one portion of the 
projecting portion at an upper part of the window for the ranging unit which is 
arranged to be exposed on the front of the projecting portion, when an electronic 
flash unit which is supported by the electronic flash lid is closed when not in use, 
the electronic flash lid being movable to pop up, when the electronic flash unit 
which is supported by the electronic flash lid is used, the electronic flash unit which 
is supported by the electronic flash lid being enabled to emit light by popping-up of 
the electronic flash lid; 

wherein said camera is an electronic camera having an image sensing device 
for photoelectrically converting a subject image projected on the image sensing 
device by the photographing lens barrel; and 

which further comprises: 

an active type first focusing means disposed behind the ranging unit window; 
a contrast type second focusing means for outputting focusing signals 
responsive to subject light projected into the image sensing device; and 
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a control means for controlling the first focusing means and the second 
focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state. 

20. (previously presented) An electronic camera according to claim 19, 
wherein the subject state is subject brightness or contrast, and the 

photographing state is a photographing state that a zooming ratio is adjusted, or 
photographing at close range state, and the control means selects and controls, on 
the basis of these, one of the first focusing means and the second focusing means. 

21. (previously presented) A camera comprising: 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

a projecting portion projecting upward from an upper surface of the camera 
body, which is located above the photographing lens barrel; 

a ranging unit window arranged to be exposed above a base portion of the 
photographing lens barrel and on a front of the projecting portion; and 

an electronic flash unit arranged to be exposed at the front of the projecting 
portion and displaced from the ranging unit; 

wherein said camera is an electronic camera having an image sensing device 
for photoelectrically converting a subject image made by the photographing lens 
barrel, 

which further comprises: 

an active type first focusing means disposed in alignment with the ranging 
unit window; 

a contrast type second focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use 
of subject light projected into the image sensing device; and 

a control means for controlling the first focusing means and the second 
focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state, 
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wherein the subject state is subject brightness or contrast, and the 
photographing state is a photographing state that a zooming ratio is adjusted, or 
photographing at close range state, and the control means selects and controls, on 
the basis of these, one of the first focusing means and the second focusing means. 

22. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of the camera body, the 
photographing lens barrel having therein a photographing lens which can be 
focusing-driven; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
camera body; 

a contrast type focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

a projecting portion integrated so as to project upward from an upper surface 
of the camera body and above the photographing lens barrel; 

an active type focusing means in the camera body; 

a window for a ranging unit disposed in front of the active type focusing 
means, serving as the ranging unit, and arranged fixedly at a lower part on a front 
of the projecting portion; 

an electronic flash unit fixedly arranged over the window for said ranging 
unit; and 

a control means for controlling the contrast type focusing means and the 
active type focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing 
state. 
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23. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body having a given height; 

said lens barrel having a diameter that is at least one-half (1/2) of the height 
of the camera body; and lies within a perimeter of a front face of the camera; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged adjacent one end of the camera body; 

a grip portion arranged adjacent another end of the camera body and 
projecting forward from a front surface of the camera body; 

a window for a ranging unit, arranged along the front surface of the camera 
body and being positioned between the grip portion and the photographing lens 
barrel; 

a finger-restricting portion arranged in the camera body below the window 
for the ranging unit, an end portion of the finger-restricting portion projecting away 
from the grip portion and toward the photographing lens barrel; 

a concavity arranged above the finger-restricting portion and being defined 
by first, second and third planar surfaces, said first surface being a top surface of 
said finger-restricting portion, said second surface extending upward from said first 
surface to define an extension of said camera body front surface and said third 
surface extending upwardly from said first surface and forming an inside corner 
with said first surface and forming an inside corner with said second surface; and 

said ranging unit window being arranged so that at least a portion thereof 
extends into said concavity. 

24. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body having a given height; 

said lens barrel having a diameter that is at least one-half (1/2) of the height 
of the camera body; and lies within a perimeter of a front face of the camera; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end of the camera body; 

an image sensing device in said camera body for photoelectrically converting 
a subject image made by the photographing lens barrel; 



Applicant: Fujii et al. 
Application No.: 09/694,944 

a contrast type focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

a grip portion arranged at an opposite end of the camera body and projecting 
outwardly from the camera body; 

a window for a ranging unit arranged at an upper side of a front of the 
camera body and located between the grip portion and the photographing lens 
barrel; 

an active type focusing means arranged behind the ranging unit window; 

a finger-restricting portion arranged in the camera body below the window 
for the ranging unit, one end portion of the finger-restricting portion being formed 
to project from the grip portion toward the photographing lens barrel; 

a concavity arranged above the finger-restricting portion and being 
defined by first, second and third planar surfaces, said first surface being a top 
surface of said finger-restricting portion, said second surface extending upward 
from said first surface to define an extension of said camera body front surface and 
said third surface extending upwardly from said first surface and forming an inside 
corner with said first surface and forming an inside corner with said second surface; 
and 

a control means for controlling the active type focusing means and the 
contrast type focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing 
state. 

25. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end of the camera body, the 
photographing lens barrel having therein a photographing lens which can be 
focusing-driven; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting outwardly from the camera body; 
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an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
camera body; 

a contrast type focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

a movable electronic flash lid forming one portion of a projecting portion 
which projects upwardly from the camera body and above the photographing lens 
barrel whereby, an electronic flash unit which is supported by the electronic flash 
lid is enabled to emit light by popping-up of the electronic flash lid; 

a ranging unit employed as an active type focusing means disposed in the 
camera body; 

a window for said ranging unit disposed in front of the ranging unit and at a 
lower part of a said front of the projecting portion; and 

a control means for controlling the contrast type focusing means and the 
active type focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing 
state. 

26. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of the camera body, the 
photographing lens barrel having therein a photographing lens which can be 
focusing-driven; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting outwardly from the camera body; 

an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
camera body; 

a contrast type focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

an electronic flash unit which can emit light by popping-up of a movable 
electronic flash lid forming a portion of a projecting portion which projects upwardly 
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from an upper surface of the camera body and above the photographing lens barrel, 

the electronic flash unit and a window for a ranging unit being supported by the 

electronic flash lid; 

an active type focusing means arranged behind the ranging window; and 

a control means for controlling the contrast type focusing means and the 

active type focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing 

state. 

27. (previously presented) An electronic camera according to claim 24, 25 or 

26, 

wherein the subject state is subject brightness or contrast, and the 
photographing state is a photographing state that a zooming ratio is adjusted, or 
photographing at close range state, and the control means selects and controls, on 
the basis of these, one of the first focusing means and the second focusing means. 

28. (previously presented) An electronic camera according to claim 24, 25 or 

26, 

wherein the subject state is subject brightness or contrast, and the 
photographing state is a photographing state that a zooming ratio is adjusted, or 
photographing at close range state, and the control means selects and controls, on 
the basis of these, one of the first focusing means and the second focusing means. 

29. (currently amended) A camera comprising: 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of a camera body and 
projecting in a forward direction from a front of the camera body; 

a grip portion arranged at another end side of the camera body and projecting 
forward from the front of the camera body; 

a projecting portion projecting upward a given amount from top of the camera 
body and adjacent a base portion of the photographing lens barrel; 
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a ranging unit window fixed on a front of the projecting portion; and 

an electronic flash unit fixed at the front of the projecting portion and 
arranged above the ranging unit window, 

wherein the ranging unit window and the electronic flash unit are exposed at 
the front of the projecting portion, the ranging window being positioned between the 
electronic flash unit and the base of the photographing lens barrel : and 

wherein the projecting portion is fixed on the camera and enables both the 
ranging unit and the flash u nit to be constantly exposed on the exterior of the 
camera . 

30. (previously presented) A camera according to claim 29, 

said camera being an electronic camera having an image sensing device for 
photoelectrically converting a subject image formed on the image sensing device by 
the photographing lens barrel, 

and further comprising: 

an active type first focusing means disposed in alignment with the ranging 
unit window; 

a contrast type second focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use 
of subject light projected into the image sensing device; and 

a control means for controlling the first focusing means and the second 
focusing means on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state. 

31. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged near one end of the camera body and 
projecting outwardly from a front of the camera body, the photographing lens barrel 
having therein a focusing driven photographing lens; 

an image sensing device arranged in the camera body and behind the 
photographing lens; 



- 13- 



Applicant: Fujii et al. 
Application No.: 09/694,944 

a first focusing device for outputting focusing signals by use of subject light 
projected into the image sensing device; 

a grip portion arranged at another end side of the camera body and projecting 
outwardly from the camera body; 

a projecting portion projecting upward from a top of the camera body, the 
projecting portion having an electronic flash lid which forms part of the projecting 
portion when the electronic flash unit is not used, and pops up to an operating 
position when the electronic flash unit is used; 

the electronic flash unit which is supported by the electronic flash lid being 
enabled to emit light when moved to the operating position; 

a second focusing device provided along a front of the projecting portion, said 
second focusing device being located on a subject side of the projecting portion; and 

a controller for controlling the first focusing device and the second focusing 
device based on a subject state and a photographing state. 

32. (previously presented) The electronic camera of claim 31, 

wherein the first focusing means is a contrast type focusing means for 
outputting focusing signals by use of subject light projected into the image sensing 
device, and 

the second focusing means is a ranging unit comprised of an active type 
focusing means disposed behind a ranging unit window. 

33. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one side of the camera body to 
project forward from a front of the camera body, the photographing lens barrel 
having therein a focusing-driven photographing lens; 

an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
camera body; 
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a first focusing device for outputting focusing signals by use of subject light 
projected into the image sensing device; 

a grip portion arranged at another side of the camera body and projecting 
forward from the camera body; 

a projecting portion projecting upward from a top of the camera body, a part 
of the projecting portion popping up to an operating position to permit a flash 
photography; 

an electronic flash unit supported by one portion of the projecting portion 
which pops up, the electronic flash unit being enabled to emit light when in the 
operating position; 

a ranging unit window arranged on a front of the projecting portion; 

a second focusing device arranged behind the ranging unit window; and 

a controller for controlling the first focusing device and the second focusing 
device based on a subject state and a photographing state. 

34. (previously presented) An electronic camera according to claim 33, 
wherein the first focusing device is a contrast type focusing means for 

outputting focusing signals by use of subject light projected into the image sensing 
device, and the second focusing device is an active type focusing means disposed in 
alignment with the ranging unit window. 

35. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of the camera body, the 
photographing lens barrel having therein a photographing lens which can be 
focusing-driven; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting forward from the camera body; 

an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
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camera body; 

a contrast type focusing device for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

a projecting portion projecting upward from a top of the camera body and 
above the photographing lens barrel; 

an active type focusing device in the camera body; 

a window for a ranging unit disposed in front of the active type focusing 
means, serving as the ranging unit, and fixedly arranged at a lower part of a front 
of the projecting portion; 

an electronic flash unit fixedly arranged over the window for said ranging 
unit; and 

a controller for controlling the contrast type focusing device and the active 
type focusing device on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state. 

36. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end of the camera body, the 
photographing lens barrel having therein a photographing lens which can be 
focusing-driven; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting outwardly from the camera body; 

an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
camera body; 

a contrast type focusing device for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

a movable electronic flash lid forming one portion of a projecting portion 
which projects upwardly from a top of the camera body and above the 
photographing lens barrel whereby, an electronic flash unit which is supported by 
the electronic flash lid is enabled to emit light by popping-up of the electronic flash 
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lid; 

a ranging unit employed as an active type focusing device disposed in the 
camera body; 

a window for said ranging unit disposed in front of the ranging unit and at a 
lower part of a front of the projecting portion; and 

a controller for controlling the contrast type focusing device and the active 
type focusing device on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state. 

37. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at one end side of the camera body, the 
photographing lens barrel having therein a photographing lens which can be 
focusing-driven; 

a grip portion arranged at the other end side of the camera body and 
projecting outwardly from the camera body; 

an image sensing device arranged behind the photographing lens in the 
camera body; 

a contrast type focusing device for outputting focusing signals by use of 
subject light projected into the image sensing device; 

an electronic flash unit which can emit light by popping-up of a movable 
electronic flash lid forming a portion of a projecting portion which projects upwardly 
from an upper surface of the camera body and above the photographing lens barrel, 
the electronic flash unit and a window for a ranging unit being supported by the 
electronic flash lid; 

an active type focusing device arranged behind the ranging window; and 

a controller for controlling the contrast type focusing device and the active 
type focusing device on the basis of a subject state and a photographing state. 

38. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprising: 
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a camera body; 

a photographing lens barrel arranged at a front of the camera body and 
projecting outwardly from the camera body toward a subject from a side of one end 
of the camera body, the photographing lens barrel having therein a focusing driven 
photographing lens; 

an image sensing device arranged in the camera body and behind the 
photographing lens; 

a first focusing device for outputting focusing signals by use of subject light 
projected into the image sensing device; 

a grip portion arranged at another end side of the camera body and projecting 
outwardly from the camera body; 

a projecting portion provided on the camera body and projecting upwardly 
from a top of the camera body and above the photographing lens barrel, the 
projecting portion having an electronic flash lid which forms one portion of the 
projecting portion when photography is not performed, and pops up to an operating 
position to permit flash photography; 

an electronic flash unit which is supported by the electronic flash lid being 
enabled to emit light when in the operating position; 

a second focusing device provided on a front of and on a subject side of the 
projecting portion; and 

a controller for controlling the first focusing device and the second focusing 
device based on a subject state and a photographing state. 

39. (previously presented) The electronic cameral of claim 38, 

wherein the first focusing device is a contrast type focusing device for 

outputting focusing signals by use of subject light projected into the image sensing 

device, and 

the second focusing device is an active type focusing device disposed 
correspondingly to the ranging unit window. 
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40. (previously presented) An electronic camera, comprised of first, second 
and third major blocks, namely a camera body block, a photographing lens barrel 
unit block and a flash unit/focusing unit block, respectively; 

the first block comprising a camera body; 

the second block comprising a photographing lens barrel arranged at a front 
of the camera body and projecting away from a front face of the camera body block 
and toward a subject from a side of one end of the camera body block, the 
photographing lens barrel block having therein a focusing driven photographing 
lens; 

an image sensing device arranged in the camera body and behind the 
photographing lens; 

a first focusing means for outputting focusing signals by use of subject light 
projected into the image sensing device; 

a grip portion integral with and arranged at another end side of the camera 
body and projecting outwardly from a front surface of the camera body; 

the third block being mounted upon a top of the camera body; 

the focusing unit of the third block comprising a second focusing device 
having a ranging unit window which is positioned above a base of the 
photographing lens barrel and facing the subject; 

the electronic flash unit of said third block comprising an electronic flash lid 
positioned behind the second focusing means, the electronic flash lid fixedly 
supporting an electronic flash unit and exposing the electronic flash unit by popping 
up to move the electronic flash unit to an operating position; and 

a controller for controlling the first focusing device and the second focusing 
device based on a subject state and a photographing state. 

41. (previously presented) The electronic camera of claim 40, 
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wherein the first focusing means is a contrast type focusing means for 
outputting focusing signals by use of subject light projected into the image sensing 
device, and 

the second focusing means is an active type focusing means disposed 
correspondingly to the ranging unit window. 
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